ABOUT 

CHIUSTiflflrtV 


•5 

CHglSTiAHity 




... its a religion — 
aHiK^es, beliefs 3nd practices 
based on -the life and -teachings of 

JESUS CMfUST 


cHRtSTiAMrrv deals wi+h: 

MoW £>|nould W& live. T 5 
WMV 9/e we here, ? 

WHAT happens 9-f+ejr dea+h ? 




Jesus was bom in a stable, was poor, never 
-traveled more "than miles from bis birth¬ 
place, bad little -formal education, led no nation 
or army, died at the -a^je, of 33, falsely re^afoed 
as a Criminal ratkftr than a bero.. . 


Y6T w« life and death laid the PouNOATiOM 
upon which Christianity is bwil-h 


tove all people; meet hatred 
with love and understanding. 

pa»th in God's love may belong to 
anyone, regardless of worldly station. 

SAWaTiOH and the kingdom of 
heaven may be gained by man 
because of Christ's sacrifice. 




A SCRIPTOGRAPHIC BOOKLET By CHANGING L. 8ETE CO., INC.. Griinflild, Milt.. U.S.A. 


>| W \ 

JESUS OF NAZARETH 
is known by many titles 

. . . Son of God 
. . . Prince of Peace 
. . . Savior of Mankind 
. . . the Christ (Messiah) 


Scripture quotations are 
from the RSV Common 
Bible, copyrighted ® 1973 
used by permission. 
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CMiTV is one s. of +We 

6KAVSST FORCES 

in Mr\e* Ms+or'y o£ mankind 



CHIU$TlAWiTy has CHAHGCO+he -*?Hd ... 


rti$ropiCAii.y 



National boundaries have 
been formed by the forces 
of Christianity. Great 
music, art and literature 
have been inspired by 
Christian thought. 


tneoLoeiCMLy 



Christianity has 
influenced other 
great world religions 
via its mission to 
unite all people 
in brotherhood, and 
its programs of action 
to meet human needs. 


MopAkby 



Jesus' life is the 
example to man of true 
Christian love; it has 
provided guidelines for 
many non-Christians 
as well as Christians. 
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£+. Paul 
■faugh* these 
basic 



PRINCIPLES 

Of 

CHRiSTiANiTy 

Fai+h, Hope and 
Charity 



Paul -b-aueled in -me. //i&diferrancan 
countries after Christ's deatk— 
spreading -+Ue- message, of CKrlsf. 


Chris+iSni+y 
is a way +o aeueve 

FAITH 

Chrfs+iSns h 3 \rg. f-gi-fh in 

Jess'S Christ 3nS his 
+eac.hings as repealed in 
-the Holy Bible. 


Not all Christians share all their particular 
beliefs . . . but they have a common faith 
in God's love for man. They believe that 
Jesus' life, death and resurrection rep¬ 
resent God's promise of Salvation for 
all believers. Most believe that Jesus 
is the son of God come to earth as man. 

Most have faith in the Trinity . . . that 
man knows God three ways ... as God 
the Father, God the Son (Jesus) and 
God the Holy Spirit. Yet He is ultimately 
one God and one force in the world. 


Catholic and 
Protestant Cross Eastern Orthodox 
Cross 












Chr'i‘S‘K3ni+y is 3 Wdy 

of WORSHIP 

HOPE 

CfirlS+i3n Worship is 3n 
fiXpr'es&ion of hope fo 1 " 
further I ou& from 6>od Sod 
for e+ernSi SsIv'S+ion. 

There are as many forms of Christian 
ritual as there are denominations - 
{about 250). They range from the 
formal high mass at St. Peters’, to the 
silence of a Quaker meeting, to the 
intense Joy and sorrow of a 
Pentecostal service. 

Almost every Christian 
. . . attends some church . 

. . . participates in one or more of the 
sacraments (baptism, marriage, 
Lord's supper, last rites, etc.). 

. . . prays to God. 

... is inspired by the Bible . 




^.hriS+iSni+y is 3 W3y 

of UP6 

CHAfUTV 

"6£?LP6M eui_£" — 

P o un+<? others, as y oo 

Woo\d h\du& +h©m do 
un+o yoo. 

The Christian way of life is based on 
Charity (love) in action. Jesus taught 
that, next to loving God, "You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself" 
(Matt. 22:39). 

Christian life is a life of service to God - 
and charity and love toward fellow man. 
Christ's life was a model of that love 
which serves others without asking 
anything in return - "Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things" (I Cor., 13:7). 
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The 

sacrep 

vSi'i+inge of 
ChriS+’iSni+y . . . 


tie. Bible 

COmdS -from +he <3reek 7* 
“ bibiig * 1 meaning v bookS v 



A collection of 
books written before 
CkriSf durir£ a pe^iocf 

cf ovfij- \lA9r£... 


.. fhese are s+ories 3 bou 4 - 
3n old 5grsemen+ be+Ween 
God (Vahw/eh) and man 
(+he Hebrews} when +he 
Hebrews came ou-f-of Egyp+ 
...and hoW i+- Worked o0+. 


O histories 

of heroes and ev«n+s 

0 CORES OF LAW 

0 ORATIONS 

0 REFLECTIVE 
LITERATURE 

© POETRY 

looking -forward+© a -for l£(2A£L 



3d Boors 

in pro+e&+ 3 rv 4 - 8 iblgS 


"tHt tAW" 

“THE PROPHETS* 

“THE WRiTirJes* 1 

6ene«-s 

J ot*J9 

Amos 

Psalms 

SongofSor^S 

£*odus 

J udges 

ObadfaH 

Proverbs 

pJ+h 

Lev'rhcwS 

£ Samuel 

Jonah 

Job 

Lamentations 

Numbers 

IT Samuel 

/v'icah 

Paniei 

gtdes'dates 

De^feionomy 

I (Otngtf 

C ttngS 
isaiah 

Jeremiah 

£ rehiei 

notes 

Joel 

Nahum 

nabahhv.u. 

/ephaniah 

Ha^«ga» 

Zechanah 

Maiachi 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

X Chronicles 
U Chronicles 

Esther l 

j 


46 Boors 

in Powan G'a+bolic. 3nd 
Baetfcm OrtbodoR Bibles, 
includes books of 
Profes+anf Bible. 
pluS 

"THE SECOiJO «ArtoM" 

Tobi-h Sir'aoh 

Judith Baruch 

wisdom of XMaccabees 
Solomon $ Maccabees 
plus addihons+o 
Bsther OSr\\A\ 





Ws> a Collection of ancicrrt writings 
about SoP, and Kis healings witf man, 
in two parts --OLO TESTAMENT and 

fJEW H£StA*v6*)T (^Te.s+amgn-{-'' m<*ans *\ 

"3gT'&&rr'£#vh'' J 




+hese are s+<prfes and 
Cachings about- a ngvU 
agreement- bg-Kh/ggn (5oJ 
and man based on the 
teachings and life of Jesos. 


A collection of 



27 SOOI^S written in less -than 
TOO years (5! a.p. -to 105A.P. - ) 
after Christ as a 

missionary hahobook 

proclaiming 

the birth, growth and teachings 
of ffie Chri6fi3n Church. 


27 0OO*S 

Protestant, Roman Cafnolic 3 rd Eastern OrfhocW Bibles include. tfe. same books 


"THE GoSPElS* 

THE ACTS 

EPISTLES 

OTHEP 

A 

Matthew 

of the 

(letters) from Pflit 

lettePs 

ViStPK' 

Mark 

AFOSrifS 

Romans I Timothy 

Hebrews 

Revelation 

Luke 

PETEP 

ICorinthians I Timothy 

James 


John 

and 

Paul 

Acts 

U Corinthians Titus 
SSIatiSnS Philemon 

Ephesians 

Philippi 8nS 

Col06SianS 

IThessalonianS 

I Thessalonians 

I Peter 

5 Peter 

I John 

J John 
BTjohn 
Jude 
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£AP 4 ~V eHUMH 


O AMOt/eMEHT 

WaTHiN JUDAISM 



Jesus was born under the rule of the 
Roman Empire at a time when Jews 
were under an army of occupation. 

His first followers were Jews who 
believed that he was the long-awaited 
Jewish Messiah. So the early Christian 
church was a sect within Judaism. 

But where traditional Jewish leaders 
emphasized law, Jesus emphasized love. 


e OPPOSITION 


BY THE TEAApLfc 



Jesus opposed using the 
Temple as a "market¬ 
place." He urged 
people to follow the 
spirit of the law (love) 
rather than the mere 
letter of the law. 
Temple elders tried to 
discredit his ideas. 


BY THE STATE 

Early Christians 
opposed the cruel 
theater and gladiator 
shows of the Roman 
Empire. They refused 
to worship the Emperor 
as divine. So Christians 
were murdered and 
sacred books destroyed. 



The FIRST 
Sepapatioh 


Wker* -the- Church bec-ame 
allied vuifK -fine State., -tKe Pope 
m P-oime. and tbe Patriarch of 
Constantinople began struggling 
-for control. 
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for early Cfvri&+'3n£, a cinurcta wIGS 
fyovWHe^e CKri&+i3ns ^atlnered 4o 
Worship---for Jfi&os S>3id ; " for yj|ner£, 
-tyuo or three 3re. ^atberec! in my tn3me, 
-there Dm X in the rrucfst of them ■ 
(^a+t. 18:20) 



0 Oeep'rte opposition, 
Christianity $PKAO 



The Apostle Paul began to spread the 
Gospel ("good news") about Jesus to 
non-Jews, many of whom were growing 
away from their pagan religions. 
ANYONE was welcome into the 
Christian church, if he accepted Jesus 
as Lord. Thousands of Greek and 
Roman citizens became members 
of the Christian church. 


Q Christianity became 

ESTABLISHED 

i.e. ( accepted by the people 
— recoupby -the- state. 



About 150 A.D. the Christians 
combined the Old and New Testaments 
into what we now call the "BIBLE" 

. . . the basic guidebook of Christianity. 

In 312 A.D. the Roman Emperor, 
Constantine, became a Christian, and 
Christianity became a "legal" religion. 

In 380 A.D. Christianity was made 
the official religion of the 
Roman Empire. 


h~m\ ■ ,n 1 05A A.P. the ChorcM SPLIT into the 
(to )} EASTERN OUTHOPOX CHUdCH and 
C 1 e +he. BomAH CATHOLIC CHuSCH. 


Tke REFORMATION 

The beginnings of PP-OTESTANTlSAA 



Hew CHURCHES 

v In +he l6+f> certury 


Some reformers gave 
up the idea of trying to 
change the Catholic 
Church and started new 
churches based on their 
"reform" ideas. 


They had different founders, 
names and forms of worship . 
but ah came to be known as 
PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 



0y the. 14 -th century, nrany 
''C'S+lnolics" yJ3n+e.c) -to change, 
-fhejr church. These, '\efor in &rs" 
rejectee1 various doctrin&s of 
the Catholic, Church and also 
Taught Sonne, new 1 ones. 


COUNTER- (lEFOEMATiOr* 


The Catholic 
Church resisted 
change of doctrine. 

It strove through the Council 
of Trent to achieve reform of 
discipline and unity of faith 
within the Catholic Church. 



I O 


"The PtFOPMATlOH changed Christianity at a 

time vuhen other major forces We-re changing 
western Culture. 

., . pen a i stance 
. . . Voyages of discovery 
. . . (2-ise of nationalism 
. . . Beginnings of capitalism 
. . . Dawn of .scientific, ase. 





P-a-foncers put - emphasis on -+Ue- Bible, as* 

+f e only rule, of -fsr+h "3S diS-t-in^uisfed -from +fe. 
C-a+fiolic-s wKo recognized scripfure and -tradition 
as -ffe. rule, of -fai+f. Pnyfesf-an-hs wanted •+fe- 
lai+y -fo fave a voiee- in dfi-cisions. 



4 j«ak>r pamiucs of faith 

within PROT 6 STaHTI$A 

£,ome. laVer groups (Unitarian, PejM&ooeAa\, e+c..) do not -fit tfe&e. -farmlie* 


O lutherah>$a 


Nj secution in the 1530's, 
and John Knox in 
Scotland. 


0 AN6UCAHI5A 


5-4^ 


L Martin Luther was a 
German Catholic who 
'" ■"4 1 broke from the Catholic 
\ j Church in 1517 over 

issues of religious doctrine. 


0 PEFOPMtO and 

PRESBYTERIAN bodies 

+ Q o , These churches sprang 
fjAy ,f) basically from the 
^ ^,V, teachings of John 
'j V* } < Calvin, who fled France 

rYvH v"r to avoid religious per- 

' NX 




A- 


In 1534, the English branch of 
the Catholic Church broke with Rome 
over the issue of papal jurisdiction. The 
ANGLICAN church became the official 
English religion. The King became head 
of the church of England. 


0 pace churches 


Anabaptists, who were 
originally rejected by both 
Catholics and Protestants, 
were the forerunners of 
"Free Churches." 



CATHOLIC. CHufLCH 

US Membership 

ROMAN OATHOUO. 9 - 0 , 2 . 00 , OOO 

EAS'TE&fJ ORTHODOX . . 3,900,000 


largest 

Protestant churches 

US . Membership 

o 9 pii $f bodies „ 

Method,- s t ..** **»«» 

Lutheran. . 

Presbyterian £ Befohned 

episcopal ... . A , 900,000 

Church of Christ - . 'J 3oo -°00 

Lattert ? a y sa , nt c ‘ ‘ f ' tSS 000 

^nited Church of Christ . l ' q ^ nn °° 

Disciples of Christ . q °°'° 00 

• 1,8 00,000 












CHfUSTiAHrry Today 

3 +ime. of CtjAH6£ 


O powTiCAU CKANG6 



In the past. Church and State 
have been closely allied. But 
modern political movements 
often see Christianity as the 
“old regime" and reject it as a 
political force. As a positive 
response, Christianity emphasizes 
its ethical role. Today Christian 
missionaries cover every area of 
the world to bring Jesus' word 
to all people. 


0 ECONOMIC CHANCE 


*? 



With the growth of trade and 
modern economic systems, the 
world is much wealthier today than 
ever before. People have more 
material goods to make their lives 
more comfortable. But there is 
the danger that this wealth will be 
used selfishly. The Christian 
message of LOVE and BROTHER¬ 
HOOD is important in teaching 
individuals, as well as nations, to 
use their wealth for the benefit 
of all mankind. 


0 



"iWou^ln y&3r& y CKri5+«3»'ify 


V'lb ddsp^eJ -to differen+ societies,, 
Co>lfure& "Srid pUlo&opkieS W'+l'OwP 
cWanging ifs basic- message. 



0 TeCHr*0k06lCAL change 



Innovations, from the telephone to 
streamlined production machinery, 
have given people more leisure time, and 
have made travel and communication 
easier. Christianity uses new technology 
to bring the message of faith to more 
people. Teachers and missionaries use 
radio and television to bring their 
message into peoples' homes. Church 
services are shared over public broad¬ 
casting systems. 


Q iNTElkECfUAL CHANGE 



Scientific advances have broadened old 
notions about man, God and the universe. 
The nature of the soul, creation, the role 
of faith have all been re-examined, often 
questioned. 

In response, Christian philosophy has 
been re-stated in light of new ideas, and 
with new dimensions. Modern scholars 
have brought out new editions of the 
Bible to reflect modern language and 
to make the scriptures more meaning¬ 
ful today. 




WHERE 1 $ eHMANUTK 

HCAPEP? 

‘TOPAV— CWi5+iart5 'Sre. -feeling “3 need "to 

C<>/*& -To&er^tp- again/ 


fAOtftS TOWARO CMRjSTiAA uHrTV W THIS fcCf*TUR_y 


1910 


if 

i- 

££i/J&vf26H 

MISSIONARY CoMfee^NCe 

Wo4-e>+3r.fi mM.f 4© 
plfln 3 Common 


«9»5 


£oroar. Gatkolic Cfwrek 

>r^+.M»s a weef- of prayer called 
'C+iSUST'AN UfJity 
OCTA.'/e*" 




193.1 


Creafi on of -4\t 
iNT^RMATiONAU 
fA\56«ONAP.y COUNCJU 
frortifaMi rntef -b^el^er fo 
Sf*fcad CknSf'd word. 


1937 <£, ® ~ 

^«£°1 

o+to fLp cofjfep^jct ors 
CKwrcK, Community "®nd Staff* 
(fro+esVart) 


1948 



1961 




WOfU-P COUNCIL 
Of C^ORj^H&S 
esfa\>\i5l>ed (fVo.e*t-aivf\ 


ifJtewiArioMAu 

M.S&iOfJAA-y CAJNOU 
merges wiff WOPU> COUNCIL¬ 
OR CMOOCM££> 


l<?6X 




I fU***V 


Pope Jok* **ll! creates 
5KAerAR'Ar for +ke PAoy*oTiotJ 

of OA'ST'AW W'TY. 


1966 

r? o 

JOINT COM^LTaTiO^I 
COMNufT6£ 

established by 4ty World Courtt/*) 
of CKu^cKes and Va+ican ^eore+ariaf 


1966 


s~\ | AU- 

('->)_*. CHA*5T/Aa6 

<j p 


Protestant* 3nd Ca^xJlCS 
meet on"C^R‘STlAMS 
TECHNICAL and SOCIAL- 
JL^VoUUTioiJS of CKJT time.. 
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A ^ore. 2nd mor'e-- 
Chrifi+ianS 3r& working together 

+© unite mankind in real brotherhood 
+© Work -for 

tflOpLO PCACC AHD OfioeWT+fiQifiG 



Christian is 

PEACE LOVE, 
JUSTICE, 
and 

FREEDOM 




/ 





